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OVERVIEW:
Winter is the time of year our fine feathered friends could 
use some help with food availability. This crafting event 
supplies them with just that AND we get the pleasure of 
being able to watch them out the windows!  These 
ornaments make a wonderful gift for your bird lover 
friends and family so they can enjoy the beauty of nature 
as well.

The images show a basic bird seed mix, but you can 
change up the flavor and the color by using different 
types of birdseed as well as adding dried fruits and nuts if 
you wish. The unflavored gelatin will hold the treats 
together nicely as well as prevents them from going 
rancid too quickly.

Feel free to use any type of cookie cutter shapes that 
piques your interest or select a holiday theme. If you find 
yourself with too much “mix” and not enough cookie 
cutters simply coat your hands with a little olive oil and 
form the mix into a ball that surrounds a pre-tied knotted 
twine hanger.

Enjoy!!!

WHAT YOU WILL NEED TO GATHER:
 A large bowl
 Measuring cups and spoons
 Spatula
 Saucepan
 Straws cut into 2-3” segments to make holes
• Twine or raffia cut into 8-10” segments. Use natural   

materials that will compost and not be an 
entanglement danger (No fishing line 😊😊)

• Cookie cutters (8 large or 12 medium to start).  Select 
1” thick cutters without fine details so the ornaments 
don’t break easily

• Scissors
• Parchment paper
• Cookie sheet

http://summitmastergardeners.org/ 

• Nonstick cooking spray
• ¾ cup flour any type 
• 4 cups bird seed of your choice
• 1 envelope unflavored gelatin (available at most grocery 

stores in the baking section)
• ½ cup water
• 3 tablespoons light corn syrup

THE PROCESS:
Step 1:

Line your work area and cookie sheet with parchment paper
Spray the cookie cutters with nonstick cooking spray.

Step 2:
Add birdseed and flour in a large bowl and mix well.

Step 3:
Add the water and corn syrup into a saucepan and bring to a boil 
over the stove.  
Remove from heat and add the gelatin and stir until there are no 
clumps.

Step 4:
Add the liquid mixture to the dry mixture in the bowl and mix 
well.  It will be very sticky!

Step 5: (photo over)
Spray your spoons and fingers with nonstick cooking spray.  You 
may have to re-coat after 2-3 ornaments to prevent excessive 
sticking.  Also, you will need to work quickly as the mixture 
begins to dry immediately.  If you want to work more slowly, 
place a moist towel over the birdseed mixture. Fill cookie cutters 
with birdseed mixture and press firmly into molds till they are 
filled completely. Take straws and press hole into shape where 
you wish the twine to string thru and pat birdseed mixture firmly 
around the straw.
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Step 6,  If you have left over material or if you wish to make 
“balls”:
Tie a piece of twine into a circle with a double knot. Coat hands 
with nonstick cooking spray or oil.  Take birdseed and form a ball 
around the bottom segment of your twine till desired size is 
reached.  Lay on cookie sheet.

Step 7:
Refrigerate 6-8 hours or overnight.

Step 8:
Remove sheet from refrigerator and gently remove ornament 
from the cookie cutters and twist the straw out. Thread the 
twine, raffia or natural ribbon through the hole made from the 
straw. Tie twine into a knot and you are ready to hang or wrap as 
gifts!!

QUESTIONS:
• What kinds of birds have you seen most at bird feeders? 

What kinds do you think will come to the ornaments you 
made today? Do you have a favorite bird? If so, what is 
it?

• Do you know what the Ohio state bird is? Do its male 
and female look the same? Are they here just in the 
warm weather or all year long? 

Contact information:
If you have any questions about this activity, please email 
mgsummitcounty@gmail.com.

We hope you benefitted from this activity. Please let us 
know if you utilized this with a quick email to the above 
address. Please send your name, facility name, number of 
participants involved in this activity, and your feedback for 
improvement so we can measure our impact and improve 
this product. Thank you!

Photo resources:  Heidi Schwarzinger & Pixabay
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